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LWV WV State Convention Issue 
 
The League of Women Voters held their West Virginia State 
Convention on May 15, 2021, by remote technology, using 
Zoom.  Several Huntington League members were able to 
attend this terrific event.  Participating were Betty Barrett, 
Nyoka Chapman, Phoebe Patton Randolph, Martha 
Woodward, and Marcia Daoust.  For this month’s issue of our 
newsletter, we have asked them to share their thoughts on the 




Membership in the LWV WV Leagues: 
• Huntington:  58 members 
• Jefferson County:  54 members 
• Morgantown/Monongalia:  63 members 
• Wood County:  22 members 
• Members-at-Large:  34 members 
 
 
I was impressed by the State Officers, both those leaving office, as well 
as those just elected into their positions.  They were all sharp, 
knowledgeable, and friendly.  The outgoing LWV president, Jonathan 
Rosenbaum, suggested in his President’s report that we League 
members need to meet with our County Clerks and listen to their 
concerns about the For the People Act, which is stalled in the U.S. 
Senate.  Jonathan proposed we Leagues find common ground, if 





There are a couple of vacancies on the LWV WV Board which really need 
to be filled: 
• The Nominating Committee for LWV WV needs a chairperson. 
• The Voter Service Committee needs a chairperson. 
 
If any of our members are interested in filling one of these vacancies, 
please contact Betty Barrett at bettbarrett356@gmail.com or Nyoka Chapman at 
nyokabakerchapman@protonmail.com They would be happy to describe what is entailed.  Also, 
the State Board needs regular committee members, too. 
 
 
Betty Barrett invites any interested League member to attend and 
observe the virtual LWV State Board meetings.  Email her at 
bettybarrett356@gmail.com for the link.  The meeting dates/times are: 
• August 21, 2021 at 9:30 am 
• October 16, 2021 at 9:30 am 
• January 15 or 22, 2022 (to be decided) 




Outgoing LWV WV President Jonathan Rosenbaum provided an 
electronic copy of League Issues, which details all the state League 
positions over the years.  Many of them have not received any attention 
in years, and are not updated.  Judy Ball, new Director interested in 
Election Laws, volunteered to take on that big job.  There have been 
many changes that may need to be added.  This does not change any 
of the positions, which can only be changed by studies or other action 
by a committee of by the Board.  Since election laws are being changed 
drastically in most states, it is especially important to be sure we know 
what our laws are. 
This is also true of Health Care Laws, which are changing quickly.  This is my portfolio, so I 
volunteered with help from Judy Ball, who has federal level experience, to work on this part of 
our publication. 
Since I worked on the original Library Study, one of our more recent efforts, I volunteered to 
bring it up to date.  This will be an easy job. 
If you would like a copy of League Issues, please contact me at bettybarrett356@gmail.com  I 












DISCUSSION OF BILLS CONSIDERED IN THE WV LEGISLATURE:  Different State board 
members reviewed what happened during the regular Session.  This was a verbal 
summary of everything which was included in the latest issue of the “WV Voter” 
LWV newsletter.  I encourage our members to spend time reading the latest spring 
edition.  Many of the bills introduced this winter, will be re-introduced in a special 
Session or next year.  League members will need to be ready to comment on them. 
 
 
I was asked to introduce our 
Keynote Speaker, Dr. Kenneth 
Martis, due to my work on the 
LWV WV Fair Maps Committee.  
Condensing his distinguished 
career into a spaced page 
and virtually to memory was 
quite an edit.  Just a brief highlight here. 
 
Dr. Martis is a professor emeritus of Geography, West 
Viginia University, Department of Geology and Geography.  
He is the author/co-author of eight award winning books on 
the subject of Electoral Mapping in American Politics.  Dr. Martis is a co-author of the ‘Atlas of 
the 2016 Elections’ which was selected as one of the Best Reference 
Books of 2018 by the Library Journal and is currently working on the 
“Atlas of the 2020 Elections.’  (I encourage you to look him up on 
Wikipedia!) https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Kenneth_C._Martis  
 
Dr. Martis designed his presentation specifically for the LWV WV 2021 
Convention on the subject of Fair Maps!  Dr. Martis began with a brief 
history of gerrymandering and proceeded to illustrate how redistricting 
has shaped American politics by citing examples of actual electoral 
maps which were so outrageously drawn that one wondered how such maps could have ever 
been deemed acceptable.  The fundamental realities of political dominance by incumbent party 
majorities can be tracked in the way districts have so often been drawn to secure continued 
advantage in state legislatures. Dr. Martis pointed to the requirements for apportionment set 
forth in the WV Constitution. Independent commissions and citizen input was discussed. He 
noted instances of bipartisan support in some states for independent oversight of redistricting. 
Of course, this does not appear to be the case in WV.  He noted that Independent Commissions 




CHALLENGES TO LEAGUE EFFECTIVENESS: 
 
People at the convention discussed alternative ways that 
Leagues could improve our internet communication.  An app 
called “Signal” was suggested due to its encryption safeguards.  
https://signal.org/en/  
 
Nyoka Baker Chapman 
 
January of this year. He touched on HR 1, now S 1, that has been said to be too lengthy a bill; 
that passage does not seem likely. Dr. Martis cited the most recent US Supreme Court Ruling 
regarding ‘Gerrymandering,’ the case of Rucho et al. vs. Common Cause et al., which came 
down to the decision (June 27, 2019) that redistricting in the end is “political”. Dr. Martis took 
several questions following his presentation and provided honest answers.  The presentation is 
now available on YouTube:  https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=w_UKgzLCsuw  
LWV WV gifted Dr. Martis a membership to the LWV! 
Dr. Martis attended two of our LWV WV Fair Maps Committee meetings and has committed to 
meeting with us again on 05/24/21.  Legislative majority and minority leaders have b een invited 
to this meeting so we shall see if some of our questions can be answered.  The People Powered 
Fair Maps Committee has been growing and people from other organizations have requested a 
zoom link to join us in this vital work.  All are WELCOME. 
If any League member is willing to do the work on 
issues they feel passionate about, one only needs to 













The approved slate of LWV WV officers are: 
 
Co-Presidents: 
  Julie Archer  juliearcher71@gmail.com  
  Effie Kallas  effiemou@comcast.net  
First VP: Nancy Ulrich 
Second VP: Judy Ball 
Secretary: Carline Shaw 
Treasurer: Teresa Koon 
 
Directors: Jonathan Rosenbaum 
  Betty Barrett (Htgn LWV) 
  Vickie Conner 
  Shirley Rosenbaum 
  Nyoka Chapman (Htgn LWV) 
Nominating  Chair Vacant 











In the business meting 
portion of the Convention, 
the By-Laws proposed 
changes were approved, 
as was the adoption of the 
State program. 
MEMBERSHIP IN THE LEAGUE 
 
The League of Women Voters is a non-partisan organization that neither supports nor 
opposes candidates or parties. Membership is open to anyone of voting age. Dues are free 
for full-time students, $50 for an individual, and $75 for two persons in a household.  Send 
your check to Patricia Scarr, 16 Nancy Lane, Barboursville, WV 25504.  
 
